


The young people of a country are a valuable 
human resource for fostering economic, 
cultural and political development. Their 

potential, if utilized properly, can usher in 
significant positive change in the society. 



* Source: MOSPI, Census, UN Population Division

More 10-24 year olds
than China

Of India’s population will be 
in the age bracket 15-34 by 

2021

Growth in youth population 
from 1971 to 2011

INDIA



Institution/Policy Age Bracket (years)

United Nations 15-24

National Youth Policy (1988) 15-35

National Youth Policy (2003) 13-35

National Youth Policy (2014) 15-29

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MOSPI)

15-34

Our study 10-34



• Graduates still face a 17% unemployment 
rate in India

• 5 million graduates every year lack a 
strong academic base or any specialized 
skillset 

Education and Employment

• Low level of youth involvement and 
representation in the policymaking 
process at all levels of governance

• Even Panchayati Raj Institutions have 
continually seen low participation from 
the youth

Political Representation

• High burden of reproductive and 
sexual ill-health mainly due to 
erroneous or incomplete sex 
educaton

Reproductive and Sexual        
Health

• Absence of appropriate infrastructure and 
problematic lifestyles has led to low 
participation in sports and exercise, leading to 
sub-optimal health outcomes

Opportunities in sports

• Most adolescents in India have unhealthy or 
poor diets, leading to one or the other form 
of nutritional deficiencies

Nutritional Status



Analyzing the Union Budget of India from a “youth development” lens
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• Proportion of funding allocated to youth-
focused schemes has declined in recent 
years; in fact, it is at its lowest in the 
2020-21 budget.

• Actual spending has largely been in line 
with budgeted estimates, which means 
that the government has managed to fulfil 
spending commitments announced in the 
budget.

*Important to note here that the youth-focused allocation identified above does not include schemes that are also available to other members of 
the community 



While, youth-focused schemes span the different 
priority areas identified under the National Youth 
Policy 2014, education, skilling and employment 
see much larger emphasis than the other areas.

*Important to note here that some schemes cut across themes. For instance, scholarships for tribal students are both a part of education, as well as social justice and 
inclusion. As such, they have been included under both categories.
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Granular study of the budgetary allocations



Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan, Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyaan and Mid day meal scheme largest 

beneficiaries

Proportion relative to the total budget has 
reduced

Share of school education in total 
spending constant, at 65%

Majority of higher education 
allocation towards autonomous 
institutes

Steep fall in allocations towards the 
Rashtriya Uchhatar Shiksha 
Abhiyan (RUSA) from 2019 to 2020

School and higher education allocations 
have increased at ~9% CAGR
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Increase in focus on innovation and 
entrepreneurship through schemes 

such as the Atal Innovation Mission

Proportion of funding has declined

Steady increase in allocations for Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
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Seekho aur Kamao ceased to receive separate allocations after 
2018 possibly due to consolidation under PMKVY 

Steady decrease in proportion of funding over 
the last two years

Education Scheme for Madrasas and Minorities 
witnessed a recent jump in allocation in this year’s 
budget
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